THE WETHER MISSION

Why Wethers
Make
Exceptional Pet
Sheep:

-

§ Advantages Over Ewes and Rams -

For anyone considering sheep as
companion animals, choosing the right
type of sheep matters more than many
new keepers realise. While ewes, rams
and wethers each have their place in
flock management, wethers stand out
as the most reliable, safest and
enjoyable option for people seeking
gentle, long-term pets. Their
temperament and ease of care make
them uniquely suited to a companion
role

Wethers stand out as the
most reliable, safest and
enjoyable option for people
seeking gentle, long-term
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1. Calm, Predictable Temperament

Wethers are widely regarded as the most
even-tempered of all sheep. Without the
hormonal drives that influence both ewes and
rams, they tend to be consistently gentle, even
during seasonal changes, less reactive to
environmental changes and more sociable
with humans and other sheep’

Rams, by contrast, can become territorial or
aggressive, sometimes unpredictably,
especially during the breeding season and can
be dangerous to the point of causing serious
injury to humans and sometimes other sheep.
Generally they do not make good pets due to
their unpredictability and are definitely not
suitable for novice keepers. A point to note is
that a vasectomised ram is not a wether, the
only difference is that they cannot produce
lambs, otherwise they retain male hormones
and behave accordingly.

Ewes make good pets but can become
protective, anxious or defensive when
pregnant or raising lambs. Wethers avoid all
of these behavioural swings, making them
safer and more enjoyable companions.

Wethers allow keepers to
focus on companionship

and welfare rather than
reproductive
management.

2. No Breeding-Related Issues

Keeping ewes or rams inevitably introduces
breeding considerations, even if you never
intend to produce lambs. Ewes experience
seasonal cycles, can attract rams from
neighbouring flocks and may suffer stress or
health complications related to reproduction.
Rams require secure fencing, careful
handling, and strict separation from ewes, not
really what owning pet sheep is about!

Wethers remove these complications entirely,
they do not come into season, do not look to
breed and do not trigger breeding behaviours
in other sheep. This makes flock management
simpler and reduces the risk of accidental
pregnancies or behavioural issues.

3. Lower Management Stress

Pet owners often want sheep that fit smoothly
into daily life. Wethers excel here because
they are usually easier to handle for routine
care, less likely to challenge fencing in
attempting to escape and tend to be more
tolerant of changes in routine, environment
and flock changes.

Rams require confident, experienced handling
and secure infrastructure, whilst ewes require
monitoring for pregnancy, lambing
complications and maternal behaviours.
Wethers allow keepers to focus on
companionship and welfare rather than
reproductive management.
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Wethers are widely regarded as the most

even-tempered of all sheep.
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THE WETHER MISSION

Their steady nature makes them ideal for

educational settings, therapy environments, and
smallholdings where animals are part of daily life.

4. Ideal for Small Flocks and Mixed
Groups

Wethers integrate beautifully into small hobby
flocks, varying age groups and settings where
sheep are kept primarily for companionship or
land management. They rarely compete
aggressively for dominance and can help
stabilise flock dynamics, their usually calm
presence often reduces tension among more
reactive sheep.

5. Health Advantages and Reduced
Risk

While all sheep require good nutrition and
routine care, wethers avoid several health
risks associated with intact rams and
breeding ewes: no pregnancy-related
complications, no lambing risks, lower
likelihood of fighting injuries and reduced
stress-related illness.

The main health consideration for wethers is
urinary calculi, which is easily managed with
correct diet and mineral balance. With
appropriate feeding, wethers typically enjoy
long, healthy lives.

6. Excellent Companions for
Human Interaction

Many people choose sheep as pets because
they enjoy quiet, steady companionship.
Wethers are particularly suited to this role as
generally they bond readily with their
keepers, enjoy gentle handling, grooming,
routine interaction, are patient with children
and visitors and adapt well to enrichment
activities and training.

Their steady nature makes them ideal for
educational settings, therapy environments,
and smallholdings where animals are part of
daily life.

7. Long-Term Stability and
Enjoyment

Wethers do not experience the hormonal
changes that shape the lives of ewes and
rams, so their behaviour remains stable
year-round. This predictability is one of their
greatest strengths. Pet owners can enjoy the
same calm, friendly sheep in spring, summer,
autumn and winter without worrying about
breeding season behaviours or maternal
stress.

This predictability is one of their greatest strengths.
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CONCLUSION

While ewes and rams each have important roles in breeding flocks, wethers

stand out as companion animals. Their gentle temperament,
straightforward care needs and freedom from reproductive complications
make them the ideal choice for anyone seeking sheep primarily for
friendship, enrichment or quiet pastoral enjoyment. For smallholders,
families and hobby keepers, wethers offer the most reliable, safe and
rewarding experience of living with sheep.

With these simple steps, urinary calculi
become a rare concern and wethers can enjoy
long, healthy lives as companion animals.

Feeding Wethers to Prevent Urinary Calculi

Although wethers are generally robust and
easy to care for, they do have one specific
nutritional vulnerability - urinary calculi
(bladder stones). This condition is
preventable with thoughtful feeding, the key
to which is maintaining a balanced
calcium-to-phosphorus ratio in the diet and
avoiding feeds that lean heavily toward
phosphorus.
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For pet wethers, the safest approach is to
base their diet on good-quality forage, such
as grass, hay and browse, while keeping
concentrated feeds to a minimum. Avoid
high-phosphorus grains such as oats and
corn and use pelleted feeds only if they are
specifically formulated for male sheep which
contain ammonium chloride that helps
prevent urinary calculi. Providing a
sheep-safe mineral supplement with the
correct balance and ensuring constant
access to fresh water, further reduces risk.
With these simple steps, urinary calculi
become a rare concern and wethers can
enjoy long, healthy lives as companion
animals.
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Wendy, Buddy and a life lived with

sheep

Wendy with Buddy, the much-loved Herdwick wether who appears on the cover of Walking With Sheep.

The Shepherdess in the Shed

Wendy Thompson is the vegetarian shepherdess, writer and

fibre artist behind The Shepherdess in the Shed, a name
inspired by the studio in her garden shed. Through her
books To Some They're Just Sheep and Walking With
Sheep: The Quiet Intelligence of Sheep, she writes about
the individuality, intelligence and quiet companionship of
sheep.

“Buddy is one of the characters who makes that message
real. My lovely Buddy shows all the best characteristics of
being a Herdwick and a wether. He wanders around the
farm after breakfast and supper, picking blackberries and
checking on the Ouessants. Then he comes to find me,
sometimes all the way down at the house, to let me know
when he is ready to return to the paddock he shares with
two other larger sheep and to have a biscuit! Clearly, he is
the farm favourite. He even appears on the front cover of
Walking With Sheep, looking very thoughtful and
intelligent, which of course he is.”

I have to say, [ am
really excited to see
the wether campaign
move forward.
Perhaps we should

think about
something like this in
the UK, just to remind
people that wethers
are great companions.

THE SHEPHERDESS IN THE SHED

Wendy proudly supports The Wether
Mission and its call to recognise
wethers as exceptional companions.

Written for Herdwicks van de Westkust - The Wether Mission. © Wendy Thompson, 2026. All rights reserved.



